CHAPTER XI

If I have refrained in the preceding chapter from mak-
ing any mention of the attainments of the Dowager Em-
press Frederick, either as a sculptor or as a painter, it is
because she is so immeasurably superior to all other royal
personages in the realms of art that she can no longer be
regarded as a mere amateur, no matter how clever. Be-
sides this, her individuality is so strong, her intellectual
gifts so .great, and the part which she has played in Ger-
man politics so important that she really deserves separate
treatment.

If I link her name with that of her daughter-in-law,
Empress Augusta-Victoria, it is because the latter's influence
on German affairs has been even still more weighty, though
she is far less brilliant and clever than her husband's mother.
Indeed my readers after perusing this chapter may feel dis-
posed to ask themselves whether ordinary intelligence in
high places does not work more successfully than genius.

It is difficult to describe Empress Frederick as anything
else than a genius. Certainly I have never known a more
gifted woman. The diversity, the scope, and the 'depth
of her knowledge are simply -amazing. In conversation it
is difficult to broach any-subject, no matter what it is, that
she has not mastered. Her acquaintance with the mediaeval,
Renaissance and modern schools of painting, and with
every form and work of art industry is unsurpassed even by
those men who have devoted their entire lives to these
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